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Gregory.

Thou?
Leon.

To bring back your nephew.
Gregory.

Is this a time for jesting?
Leon.

God forgive you!

I did not jest, nor should your lordship do so.

In earnest am I.   Ill produce your son.
Gregory.

And if you would, and bent upon your task,

With sly intent approached the enemy,

His house then entered, in your heart deceit,

Abused the confidence men. owe to fellowmeii;

If through your lies my Atalus you freed,

I should refuse to see him, send him back

Once more to prison, curse him and curse you.
Leon.

Agreed, my lord!   Upon the terms you state.

Leon joins a pilgrim on his way to Treves and the coun-
try beyond. As they approach the dominions of Count
Kattwald, who holds Atalus captive, Leon induces the pil-
grim to accept him as his slave and to offer him to the count
for a round sum, as a renowned cook. Kattwald, a glutton,
eagerly agrees to the bargain, and Leon, by whetting his ap-
petite and threatening to leave if crossed in any way, soon
establishes complete control over the entire household. He
is equally outspoken in his dealings with Edrita, the pretty
daughter of the count, who is engaged to be married to
G-alomir, a boorish fellow, less than half-witted, whom she
despises. When Leon first meets Atalus, and confides his
plan of rescue to him, which requires absolute submissionrd!
